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About the Composer

Bob Margolis (b. 1949) is a native New Yorker.  He studied recorder with Bernard Krainis and pursued the study of music at Brooklyn College before transferring to the University of California at Berkley, where he studied design.  He later returned to Brooklyn College, completing his Bachelor of Arts degree in speech and television production in 1974.  Margolis subsequently studied composition under William Schimmel and Robert Starer and orchestration with Arnold Rosner.  He earned his Master of Arts degree from Brooklyn College in 1977.  Bob Margolis has written numerous works for concert band, including Soldiers' Procession & Sword Dance, Color, Terpsichore, Fanfare Ode & Festival, and Royal Coronation Dances.

About the Composition

The Renaissance Fair was commissioned by the Murchison Middle School Band in Austin, TX under the direction of Cheryl Floyd to be a sequel to the composers' previous band work, Fanfare Ode & Festival.

Based on actual Renaissance dances, this work is a three-movement suite that depicts a joyful gathering of royalty and peasantfolk for an entertainment of dancing and magic.  Winds and brass are intended to imitate their antique counterparts. Percussion instruments are color infusers -- there for texture and sparkle.

The chirpingly regal first movement, Entry of the Court, is the famous Courante (CLXXXIII) from Prætorius' Terpsichore of 1612. In this band setting the winds are arrayed in extreme registers -- high in the flutes and low in the contra clarinets -- for a brilliant and weightless 16th-century band sound.  A subsequent shift to bass sounds adds weight and a ceremonial quality to the end of the movement.

The lilting second movement, Shepherdesses' Dance, is the well-know Basse Danse, "Bergerette sans roch," from Susato's Het derde musyck boexken (called Danserye) of 1551.  This movement can be performed anywhere from moderately slow to moderately fast.  Alternating choirs provide clear contrasts in texture, the brass especially being featured.

