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Music 445W Teaching Material Review

Tone and Technique Through Chorales and Etudes.  James D. Ployhar and George B. Zepp.  Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp.  Melville, NY (1985)

Description

The author describes this book as a unique resource to improve individual and ensemble technique, articulation, intonation, and tone through chorales and etudes.  These chorales and etudes come from traditional folk songs as well as treasured studies by Arban, Klose, Concone, Shanti, Pares, and Saint-Jacome.

Content

24 Chorales

18 Etudes

6 Duets

6 Woodwind Scale Studies

8 Technical Studies for Brass Instruments

Format

The material is published in a soft cover  with a brief introduction of the material on the first page, a table of contents organized by type of work on the second page, then dives right into the exercises.  The author organizes the material by alternating between chorales, etudes, and duets.  The handbook ends with woodwind scale studies followed by brass technical studies.  The conductor handbook contains a complete score for all parts and is scored in concert key.  The individual instrument handbooks contain the parts relevant to that particular instrument and is scored in the instrument's key.  The chorales are scored in four basic parts (A-B-C-D) with percussion accompaniment.  Etudes are written with a melody (written in both treble and bass clefs) as well as a band accompaniment and parts for percussionists.  Similar to the chorales, the accompaniment is scored in four basic parts (A-B-C-D).  The duets are scored so that the band is divided into two balanced sections with percussion accompaniment.  The woodwind scale studies are scored for the woodwinds with brass and percussion accompaniment, while the brass technical exercises are scored for the brass with woodwind and percussion accompaniment.  With the reasonable price for these books, it is very feasible for a band director to purchase enough copies for their ensemble.  These books could be distributed to students before rehearsal and collected back at the conclusion of rehearsal to easily manage copies.

Recommended Level and Uses

The content is appropriate for students at high school and intermediate levels, covering newer concepts to developing instrumentalists as well as reviewing older concepts in a comfortable setting.

This material should be considered a supplementary rehearsal material for performing ensembles.  This book of etudes and chorales could provide an alternative to Bach chorales for warm-ups.  The authors recommends performing chorales with a full ensemble or with smaller instrumental ensembles to work on ensemble playing and listening.  As for etudes, the author says the full ensemble can perform the melody in unison then have individual sections or groups of instruments perform the melody while having the other groups play the accompaniment.  For the duets, the authors encourages repeating the work and having the groups exchange parts to allow for “repetition without monotony.”  

