Carnival of the Animals Lesson Plan

Objective:

Students will be able to identify instruments in the piece and move to the music accurately.

Materials:

Audio system to play CD tracks

Laptop

Digital Projector and Screen

Triangles

Jingle Bells

Animal Cards

Hand drums

Rhythm Cards

Procedure:

Warm-Up (5-6 minutes) 

Greeting (30 seconds)

Tell student what we are going to be doing today in class (30 seconds)

Hey Ho, Look and See Say Your Name and Your Favorite Type of Pizza for me! (2-2½  minutes)

Rhythm Cards (2 minutes)

Rabbit Footprints (12 minutes)

Brief intro, gauge familiarity with rabbits, “Listen as I sing a song about a rabbit out in the snow” (1 minute)

-Remember what was I singing about?

“Listen and sing after me...(short phrases)” (2 minutes)

-Stop and fix if they aren't singing high!

“Listen and sing after me...(long phrases)” (2 minutes)

“Let's sing it all together” while moving like rabbits (1 minute)

-Since we're hopping in the snow, we can only take small hops and move quietly

Pick a few people to play triangle and bells & demonstrate/play pattern for the whole class to  hear (2 minutes)

-See if students can say rhythms on the board

-With rests, we're gonna play it in the air like we're playing the triangle because the rest is 1 count like ta but without noise!

Pick a few people to be momma rabbits (they move around, foraging for food) and then everyone left is a baby rabbit (lie in the nest)

-All rabbits sing, switch around roles

“Let's do this all together” (4 minutes)

-Start bells first, then triangles, so they have groove going then start singing

-Switch roles and do another time

-People with instruments please place them back in the bin and everyone else have a seat in the middle of the carpet (1 minute)

Carnival of the Animals (7 minutes)

Explain directions of the game (2 minutes)

-Listen to the music being played and move like the animal you think it is.

-Move to the card with the name of the animal that you think it is.

-If you are talking, you will sit quietly on the steps and not participate!

-Boys vs. Girls (t-chart, track points)


*Only boys try this one


*Always start in the center

Play Aviary and have students make their guess. (45 seconds)

Play Fossils and have students make their guess. (45 seconds)

Play Tortoise and have students make their guess. (45 seconds)

Play Kangaroo and have students make their guess. (45 seconds)

Play Hens & Roosters and have students make their guess. (45 seconds)

Play Wild Donkeys and have students make their guess (45 seconds)

Tally Score, if tie then bonus question

-Identify the animal AND what is special about this particular animal?

-Play Elephant and call on quiet raised hand

Zodiac (12 minutes)

Have boys quietly form one line facing inward then have girls line up facing the girls (1 minute)

-make adjustments to lines quickly to make them even

-remind them that they stay with their partner the entire time

Teach dance (5 minutes)

-Start off holding your partners' hand

-“Here we go Zodiac”...move arms back and forth to music

-“Step back”...step backwards and clap on offbeats, surging back forward and holding hands with partner when you start singing “Here we go Zodiac”

-Repeat first two steps

-Shade your eyes and look down the line (Looking down the alley...)

-Mime that you have a belly (I see...)

-Shake your index finger (I bet you...)

-To the front to the back to the si-si-side (3x)

REPEAT ALL THE STEPS ABOVE

-Lean back with your hand on your hip, then lean forward and gesture that you have a hump, and walk to the other line.

Have students dance to song with recording 2 times (4 minutes)

-Jump Jim Joe track #14

Drum Circle (8-9 minutes)

Have students come up to me to pick up their drum then sit quietly in a circle (1 ½ minutes)

-Reminder about taking drum if playing before we start echoing

Students echo patterns after me on their drum (2-3 minutes)

-Only 4 beats to start

-Use rhythms on rhythm cards (not too hard)

-Chant rhythm while playing (ex. Ta ta te te ta)

Ask for a few volunteers to play their own 4 count pattern and have the class echo (2 minutes)

Students echo 8 count patterns after me on their drum (2 minutes)

-Listen carefully because this is longer than before

Wrap-Up (2 minutes)

Wrap-Up discussion of what we covered in lesson

Goodbye Greeting

Ask students to put away drums when I say so then quietly sit by my chair

-boys then girls

-I'll put away the bigger drums


Assessment:

-Assessing how well students are able to recognize themes after hearing them.

-Assessing how well students are understanding how themes sound like the animals they represent.

-Assessing how well students are able to recall movements for animals.

-Assessing how well students are able to play rhythms on percussion instruments.

-Assessing how well students are able to feel and internalize pulse during dance.

-Assessing how well students are able to coordinate movements to lyrics and beat of the song.

-Assessing how well students are able to listen to pattern and echo it on their drum.

-Assessing how well students are able to distinguish longer patterns vs. short patterns.

-Listening during “Hey Ho” for voice quality, intonation, and how well they are following pattern.

